
COUNCIL

5th April 2016

Present: The Mayor, Councillor Knight, in the Chair

Councillors Amos, Bayliss, Berry, Boorn, 
Cawthorne, Cronin, L. Denham, P. Denham, 
Ditta, Feeney, Geraghty, Gregson, Hodges, 
Mrs L. Hodgson, S. Hodgson, Johnson, 
Jones, Knight, Lamb, Laurenson, Mackay, 
Mitchell, Riaz, Roberts, Rowden, G. Squires, 
J. Squires, Stafford, Udall, Whitehouse, 
Wilkinson and Williams

The Mayor’s Chaplain, Father Brian McGinley, had sent his apologies.
Deacon Paul O’Connor offered prayers prior to the opening of the Council Meeting.

149 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors P. Agar, M. Lacey and D. Prodger

150 Declarations of Interest 

None.

151 Minutes 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd February 2016 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

152 Mayor's Communications 

Tribute to Retiring Councillors
The Mayor informed the Council that this was the last Council meeting at which 
Councillors Boorn, Prodger, Rowden and Whitehouse would be present pending their 
retirement.  The Mayor paid tribute to the four Councillors for their service over the 
years to the Council and wished them well for the future.

Councillors Bayliss, Gregson, Mackay and Stafford also paid tribute to the four 
Councillors for the work they had carried out for the City and wished them well for the 
future.

Councillors Boorn, Prodger, Rowden and Whitehouse thanked the Council for the kind 
comments.

Clean for the Queen

The Mayor had joined St Peter’s Parish for the ‘Clean for the Queen’ litter pick.
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Visit to the Hive

The Mayor had visited the Archive’s Department of Worcestershire County Council at 
the Hive.

Young Enterprise Event

The Mayor had attended the Young Enterprise Spring Fair event at the Guildhall and 
had presented prizes/certificates to the participants.

Joel Richards Event at the Arena

The Mayor had attended the dedication of the Joel Richards Conference and Media 
Suite at the University of Worcester Arena.

Wattfest Event

The Mayor had attended Wattfest, a youth led community event organised by 
Worcester roots foundations young volunteers, at the Angel Centre.

Appointment of High Sherriff

The Mayor had attended the Declaration of Office as High Sheriff of Worcestershire of 
Sir Nicholas Lechmere, BT. at The Shirehall.

Forthcoming Mayoral Events

The Mayor informed the Council of forthcoming Mayoral events:

Worcester Concert Brass – 8th April 2016, Guildhall

Medical Lecture – 12th April 2016, Guildhall

Civic Society Lecture by Griff Rhys Jones – 27th April 2016, Guildhall

Tea for the Queen – 11th June 2016 – a party for county residents who will also be 
turning 90 this year hosted by the Lord-Lieutenant of Worcestershire, Lt Col Patrick 
Holcroft and the Mayor.

153 Public Participation 

None.

154 Questions 

Question No. 1
Question From: Councillor Neil Laurenson 
Question To: Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council  
Question: The experience of bus passengers in the City of 

Worcester has been very trying due to repeated 
lateness, cancellation and seeming indifference to 
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the suffering of people who rely on buses. Can the 
Leader of the Council make representations to the 
County Council about this matter, and raise the 
issue with the management of First?

Answer: Can I thank Councillor Laurenson for his question.  
Members will be aware that the provision of buses is 
not a City Council function.  Whilst the County 
Council subsidises the service it has direct influence 
over only approximately 20% of routes with the 
majority being regulated by the Traffic 
Commissioner. The County Council is currently 
working on the roll out of a programme of real-time 
bus information in order to improve the customer 
experience of those travelling on the network.  In 
addition, I am informed that First are implementing 
changes from 10th April which will bring more 
resources to routes within the City, but I would be 
very happy to pass on any specific concerns if 
Councillor Laurenson would like to provide details 
after this meeting.

Supplementary 
Question:

Would you be willing to pass on anecdotal evidence 
that one passenger gave up waiting for a bus 
because it hadn’t turned up 18 times?

Answer: Yes, I’d be very happy to pass on any feedback.  
Obviously we’d be keen, I’m sure every Member of 
the Council is keen, to ensure that the bus network 
operates and facilitates travel across the city.

Question No. 2
Question From: Councillor Richard Udall 
Question To: Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council 
Question: Will the Leader of the Council join me in congratulating 

Worcester Ladies Rugby Club on a great season?  They 
ended fourth in the Women’s Premiership and have reached 
the final of the Women’s Senior Cup, which will be played on 
23rd April against Bristol Ladies.  The club has 71 playing 
members with an under 15s and an under 18s team.  The 
club has seven international players who play for England, 
Scotland and Wales.  Four of the players are in the England 
team that recently won the Women’s Six Nations and the 
Women’s World Cup in 2014.  This summer they are 
volunteering to enter all St John’s Primary Schools to help 
teach rugby to boys and girls.  Will he join me in praising the 
club for their excellent success and community service?

Answer: Can I start by making a very small declaration of interest?  
My 14 year old daughter plays rugby for the Worcester 
Warriors junior team.  I don’t think it’s a great conflict of 
interest.  As a proud father I’m really pleased to see the 
growth of women’s rugby, it’s a great game and one that it’s 
great to see Worcester taking such a strong position around. 

I’m very pleased to be able to join Councillor Udall in 
congratulating Worcester Ladies’ Rugby Club on such a 
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successful season. It’s great to see such strong member 
numbers as well as individual and team achievements.  Can I 
also take this opportunity to say I’m pleased to offer, and 
I’m sure the whole Council would offer congratulations to 
Worcester Warriors on retaining Premiership status for at 
least one more season.

Supplementary 
Question:

Can I congratulate Councillor Bayliss on having a daughter 
who has learned to tackle him as well as the rest of us.  Mr 
Mayor, women’s rugby is one of the fastest growing sports in 
the country. Does he agree it’s a tragedy for the game that it 
hardly ever gains television coverage? Not one of this year’s 
women’s Six Nations games – which included players from 
Worcester – was broadcast on free to view television.  We 
missed seeing some wonderful games with some superb 
players. They deserve more recognition and support. It 
would attract even more people to the sport and highlight 
the success of both the local and national teams.  Would the 
Leader therefore join me in urging the BBC to consider 
broadcasting games during next season?

Answer: Councillor Udall started by talking about my infinite wisdom.  
Well, that may be true, but I don’t have infinite power, as 
much as I’d like it.  As to being tackled by my 14 year old 
daughter, she’s much more effective than some Members 
here. I share the sentiments.  I don’t know whether the BBC 
– I can pick up the telephone and ring the Directors of Sports 
tonight – but I certainly share his sentiments that the 
women’s game deserves its time in the sun.

Question No. 3
Question From: Councillor Roger Berry  
Question To: Councillor Mike Johnson, Portfolio Holder for Sport, 

Leisure and Retail and City Centre and Riverside 
Question: Can the portfolio holder please confirm what assessment has 

been undertaken on the Perdiswell site to rule it out as a 
potential site for Worcester City FC and confirm what exactly 
is being considered as an alternative site?

Answer: Thank you.  As far as this question goes, I think I need to re-
state again that we as an administration are committed to 
seeing the Football Club return to the city.  That being said, 
we move to the question, as far as I’m aware in advance of 
the planning application, which was made in 2014, I’m not 
aware of any assessment being undertaken, certainly by this 
authority.  And that takes me to my next point.  This is a live 
planning application, and as such we can’t say – with respect 
you should not say – this site has been ruled in or out.  
We’ve never said that.  It is a live planning application, and 
until it comes forward, or the applicant decides to do 
something else, we will remain silent on this issue.  

In respect of alternative sites, we’ve had a couple of 
discussions, both  with the City Football Club Board of 
Directors, and as a matter of balance, with the Friends of 
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Perdiswell Park. Alternative sites have been discussed in 
confidence, and they are with the applicant.  It is for the 
applicant to decide whether or not he wishes to continue with 
this current application, or whether or not he wishes to look 
at alternative sites, and as such, I’m not prepared to discuss 
those sites. Thank you.

Supplementary 
Question:

My question is in relation to the City Council’s responsibility 
as a landowner, so that is why I was talking about the City’s 
view on this site.  In view of the importance of this to the 
citizens of Worcester and the Football Club, can I urge the 
Portfolio Holder to ensure that a decision can be made on 
this site as soon as possible, certainly with a degree of 
urgency to enable the Football Club to know where it was for 
the forthcoming football season?

Answer: To carry on the football analogy, the ball is in their court.  
Until they actually come forward with a planning application, 
which will go to the Planning Committee and be considered, 
we really have no part in this, it’s in their court, the ball’s in 
their net perhaps, but it’s up to them to come forward with a 
planning application, verified, to the Planning Committee, or 
to come back to this administration in terms of “We’re not 
going to proceed with this, what about these alternatives?”

Question No. 4
Question From: Councillor Adrian Gregson 
Question To: Councillor Alan Amos, Portfolio Holder for Economic 

Prosperity and Tourism 
Question: Over a year ago the administration responded positively to 

Scrutiny recommendations to develop tourism and amended 
Labour's budget motion to allocate funding for developing a 
tourism strategy.  Why has there been so little progress on 
the part of the Council since then? 

Answer: Can I thank Councillor Gregson for his very important 
question he’s raised at Council today.   The administration 
made available a sum of £25,000 to develop the Council’s 
contribution to tourism in the city and improve marketing 
activities. Since that time, I am pleased to report that the 
City Council has:

 Provided sponsorship to support the production of the 
Worcester Revealed supplement in the Berrow’s Journal 
aimed at increasing the profile of the City’s heritage 
assets;

 Supported, through local advertising, the Worcester 
Tourism Association in order to raise membership levels 
and increase the profile of local tourism services, and I 
attended their exhibition in British Tourism Week in the 
Guildhall on 9th March;

 Taken over management of the visitworcester.com and 
visitworcester.co.uk web addresses and created links to 
the Destination Worcestershire website in order to 
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increase the search engine profile of Worcester City;

 Created a dedicated Worcester City web page on the 
Destination Worcestershire website in order to improve 
access to City tourism information;

 Commissioned a visitor survey and tourism impact 
evaluation study (results due later this year) in order to 
better understand the Council’s role and tourism’s value 
to the City’s economy.

 Worked with Museums Worcestershire to commence the 
redevelopment of the Commandery.

Mr Mayor, in addition to the above, in order to progress the 
tourism strategy, I am pleased to report that the 
administration has provided additional funding for staff 
resources and after a successful recruitment campaign, we 
have our new Marketing and Tourism Manager, who is due to 
take up her duties on 21st April. And can I just add, Mr 
Mayor, that Councillor Gregson is quite right to expect great 
things from me.  However, not even I can draw up a tourism 
strategy in four weeks.  Nonetheless, because this is a 
serious matter, my view is that Worcester already has the 
infrastructure, the facilities and events to be a world class 
tourist destination.  There has been a lot of talk, but now we 
need to focus on some action, by which I mean that we need 
to coordinate all these organisations, groups and individuals, 
and then communicate what we have and what we’re doing, 
both to the residents of Worcester and the world outside 
Worcester.  It’s a question of coordination and 
communication, and so I very much look forward to working 
with our new Tourism Officer to achieve that.

Supplementary 
Question:

There are some interesting points made there by the 
Portfolio Holder, particularly in relation to coordinating 
organisations, groups and individuals, because in the 
absence of any clear leadership for the past 15 months, for 
instance in establishing a network of tourism partners, as the 
Scrutiny Committee recommended, then there has certainly 
been a big void.  I would be interested to know from the 
Portfolio Holder exactly what plan he has to involve those 
organisations – and indeed other Councillors – in developing 
the strategy rather than simply communicating it to them?

Answer: Can I thank Councillor Gregson again for pursuing this line of 
questioning, it’s a very important matter.  I think it’s only 
fair, Mr Mayor, that I do actually sit down with the new 
Tourism Officer before we go much further. I do have many 
ideas.  I think it would be inappropriate to explore them now, 
in public, without having discussed them with the Tourism 
Officer.  But I can assure Councillor Gregson in all honest 
and sincerity, I am going to be an open door. I want ideas, I 
will listen to ideas, I want to develop a strategy that is 
effective, useful and is really going to put Worcester on the 
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world map. So, I’m open to ideas and suggestions, and I can 
assure him he will not be disappointed with the vigour with 
which I’m going to develop the strategy, it’s going to be 
meaningful and effective.

Question No. 5
Question From: Councillor Joy Squires  
Question To: Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council  
Question: Now that court proceedings relating to the tragic death of 

Sylvia Russell in The Shambles are over, will the Leader of 
the Council tell us what progress is being made by the 
County Council in reviewing pedestrian safety in the city 
centre, as requested by this Council a year ago?

Answer: Thank you, Councillor Squires, for your question.  The City 
Council and the County Council believe that the safety of 
pedestrians is of the utmost importance and following the 
conclusion of the court proceedings less than a month ago, 
officers from both organisations have been in dialogue 
regarding the next steps.  Members will recall that the 
Cleaner and Greener service reviewed operations following 
the tragedy and now collects trade waste from 
pedestrianised areas using an electric pedestrian operated 
vehicle rather than HGVs.

Both Councils agree that the vehicle access times need to be 
reviewed and any proposed change will require amendment 
to the Traffic Regulation Orders in the City.  The County 
Council is committed to a formal consultation that will take 
place later this year as part of the review of the city centre’s 
TROs.

Supplementary 
Question:

I hadn’t written a supplementary because I was genuinely 
wanting the answer there.  I think we all that there are 
varieties of opinion about what should happen, I hope 
therefore that the consultation that you alluded to will be a 
very thorough going consultation so that all views can be 
taken into account. But would you agree with me that, 
particularly in the light of the not guilty verdict, it’s clear that 
there is something that needs to be sorted out between 
heavy goods vehicles, very large waste collection vehicles 
coming into those areas.  You’ve already said the Council 
instantly, within a day of the accident, had changed the way 
in which it operated.  Do you not agree with me that in fact 
this is something that all waste collection operators need to 
be looking at?  And that the County Council needs to be 
considering putting restrictions on the size of vehicle that can 
come into the pedestrianised areas?

Answer: The basic answer to Joy’s point is “yes.” I understand that 
the inquest is ongoing, whilst criminal proceedings have now 
concluded the inquest is ongoing, and I think that may well 
provide some further useful insight into this tragedy. I do 
agree with her that we need to make sure that if there are 
lessons, and if there are things we can do differently to 
reduce the risk in future, that we do what we can.  We have 
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responsibilities as a City Council.  The County Council as the 
highways authority may need to consider it for themselves, 
but certainly as far as what this authority needs to do, we 
need to seek to minimize the risk on our streets in the 
future.

Question No. 6
Question From: Councillor Lynn Denham   
Question To: Councillor Mike Johnson, Portfolio Holder for Sport, 

Leisure and Retail and City Centre and Riverside 
Question: Residents living in Newport House, in my ward, live in the 

centre of a roundabout surrounded by roads with hazardous 
levels of air pollution. This is caused mainly by traffic 
congestion and exhaust fumes emitted by vehicles, 
especially those with diesel engines. These levels of air 
pollution are known to be harmful to health. Could 
you advise Council what progress, if any, has been made to 
reduce air pollution in this area during the past two years?

Answer: Thank you Councillor Denham for your question.  She will be 
aware that air quality is a complex issue to say the least, 
particularly in towns and cities like ours, which have an 
historic infrastructure and complex set of road networks.  
Before I go onto answer the question, I’d like to thank 
Councillor Denham for her work as a member of the 
Worcester Air Quality Sub-Group, which is working to 
progress priority actions agreed with regard to air quality 
management within the City.  That Group also includes 
another Councillor Denham and one or two others.  
Regulatory Services have asked me to say that they would 
welcome more Council members onto those groups where 
they are representing a ward with that particular problem, 
because I think we’ve got two or three such areas.

The latest update to Members of that Sub-Group was 
provided by Worcestershire Regulatory Services in February.  
The air quality action plan for Worcester includes 28 actions 
that have been progressed over the past few years, ranging 
from, improvements in signage, alterations to traffic light 
phasing, promotion of cycling, walking and car sharing, and 
road enhancements generally. But the more fundamental 
point, which is recognised by the Sub-Group, is a 
fundamental review of city centre transport and vehicle 
movements.  I’m pleased to say that the County Council 
have advised that funding is now in place for that study to 
take place during 2016/17 and City Council officers will be 
participating in this work. 

In addition to that, there was a talk of upgrading to the 
traffic lights and sequencing, again undertaken by the 
County Council, which may improve – I’m only saying may, 
they say will, I’m saying may - improve the movement of the 
city’s traffic.  City Council officers are also in dialogue with 
colleagues at County with regard to the development of 
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something which I’ve never heard of before, the Local 
Transport Plan fourth version, and an Air Quality 
Management Areas are a very important component of this 
plan. We need to deal with the consequences of some of 
these issues. It is planned to have LTP4 agreed by the end of 
this calendar year.

Supplementary 
Question:

Thank you very much for that comprehensive answer, I’m 
just wondering, in terms of real progress with air quality 
measures in Newport Street, actually there’s been no 
change.  Although the County Council is the responsible 
authority, it does need to work profitably with the City 
Council to make progress.  I wonder whether the Cabinet 
Member would agree that the new traffic arrangement at 
Cathedral square, which £400, 000 of City Council taxpayers’ 
money has gone towards, in fact will be adding to air 
pollution around Newport House?  The result of that 
arrangement – when is a roundabout not a roundabout – is 
that when you’re driving an HGV or a coach that traffic is 
now being diverted into the Air Quality Action Zone around 
Newport House.

Answer: Thank you for that, you make a very reasoned point.  
Whether or not it’s been considered I do not know, but I will 
ask the question. 

155 Notice of Motion 

The Council considered the following Notice of Motion, which had been submitted 
in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 8:

Elgar Day
It is proposed that June 2nd be declared ‘Elgar Day’ in the City of Worcester and it 
be added to the annual calendar of civic events.

The proposer, Councillor Feeney and the seconder, Councillor Mrs L. Hodgson 
spoke in support of the motion.

Members then entered into a debate on the Notice of Motion where support and 
opposition of the Motion was expressed. On being put to the vote, the Motion was 
unanimously agreed and

RESOLVED: That June 2nd be declared ‘Elgar Day’ in the City of Worcester 
and it be added to the annual calendar of civic events.

156 Report from the Leader of the Council, Chairman of Relevant Committee 
or Committee Member on Matters which are Referred to Council for 
Decision 

None.

157 Report from the Leader of the Council of Decisions Taken by Cabinet 
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The Council received and noted a report on decisions taken by the Cabinet at its 
meeting on 22nd March 2016.  The Leader answered questions from Members

158 Report from the Leader of the Council on any matters which he is of the 
opinion require urgent consideration by The Council 

None.

159 Reports from Overview and Scrutiny Committees 

The Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee provided the Council with a summary of the 
items that had been considered at the meeting held on 9th March 2016.

The Chairman of the Performance Management and Budget Scrutiny Committee 
provided the Council with a summary of the items that had been considered at the 
meeting held on 15th March 2016.

160 Items Involving the Disclosure of Exempt Information 

None.

161 Any Exempt Issues 

None.

Duration of the meeting: 7.00p.m. – 8.50p.m.

Chairman at the meeting on
17th May 2016


